Preface
As Royal Instructor and Head of the Cavalry School’s Equestrian Department
under the Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari
Nariratana Rajakanya through hard work and dedication has been striving to improve the
educational standards of the Royal Thai Army by establishing a new indoor equestrian facility,
updating related textbooks, offering field trip programs at the Royal Stable Unit to allow
students and relevant agencies the opportunity to learn and adopt best practices for stable
management, revising farrier courses, and selecting candidates to participate in overseas farrier
courses. These measures have strengthened the Royal Thai Army and improved Thailand’s
equestrian competence. These are considered as great contributions, not only to the
development the Royal Thai Army, but also the nation as a whole.
By modernising equestrian sports in Thailand as part of her keen vision, Her Royal
Highness aims to establish Thailand’s presence on the global stage. One way to achieve this is
through coaching competency development, which is a long-term project to ensure that local
coaches are equipped with globally accepted skills and knowledge. As a result, military athletes
have been encouraged to take overseas equestrian courses and to participate in international
military and civilian sporting events as national representatives. Furthermore, several projects
were initiated to ensure the proper grooming and healthy condition of horses. These initiatives
involved translating related textbooks for the benefit of the general public, organising Army
volunteers to aid local farmers during the outbreak of African Horse Sickness (AHS), establishing
an equine retirement home under Her Royal Highness’s Royal Patronage, improving equine
dental care, and establishing the Royal Stable Unit Equine Medical and Rehabilitation Service
Centre as the country’s leading equine medical and rehabilitation facility.
Her Royal Highness’s relentless efforts to build a stronger foundation for Thai
equestrian sports through the education and modernisation of military units and relevant
agencies in equestrian arts and sciences, as well as proper grooming practices has elevated
Thailand’s capability in this field and has led to the nation’s international recognition and
acceptance.
General

(Narongpan Jittkaewtae)
Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Army
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2

Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya
participated as an athlete of the Thai National Team in the
Asian Championships Pattaya 2019 Equestrian Competition.
One of the proudest moments for Thai equestrian sports, the Fédération
Équestre Internationale (FEI) also expressed its confidence in Thailand’s
capability and readiness to host this international competition.
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This competition was the first time that Asian countries had attached importance to an
equestrian event and indicated their interest to participate. Thailand had the opportunity to be
considered as host to this event, which reflected the international recognition of Thai
equestrian sports’ rapid development. Undoubtedly, the most important factor behind this
success is the role of Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya.
Her Royal Highness was instrumental in the development of all aspects of the sport, in her
capacity as an excellent equestrian athlete, as well as in the gracious bestowal of advice and
support. Consequently, Thai equestrian sports have constantly been developed, and
increasingly recognised. These developments led to the opportunity to host this prestigious
event.

Mr. Ingmar De Vos, President of the Fédération Équestre Internationale (FEI), expressed the
FEI’s confidence in Thailand’s capacity to host the equestrian competition at the Thai Polo &
Equestrian Club, which, alongside possessing world-class facilities, is also surrounded by magnificent
natural hills and forests, making it a perfect venue. This historic competition was hosted under the
name of the FEI Asian Championships Pattaya 2019, and was held between 1 – 8 December 2019.
The competition was the first Asian equestrian competition to be hosted by Thailand. Altogether,
more than 15 nations from across Asia participated, including more than 5,000 internationally
recognised judges, athletes, and staff. Furthermore, the event also attracted more than 10,000 visitors
to the competition, as well as to the beautiful city of Pattaya.
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The competition involved events in 3 main disciplines: show jumping, dressage, and
eventing. Her Royal Highness personally participated in the dressage category and was also the
leader of the Thai National Team. In this capacity, the princess greatly boosted the morale of
her teammates, to their lasting and utmost gratitude. The princess participated in the practice
sessions, bestowed advice, support, and facilitated the related activities with diligence and
industry, thereby ensuring the Thai athletes’ readiness for the field to win glory for the nation.
During the competition, the princess competed on her beloved horse, Prince Charming WPA, in
2 events: the Dressage Prix St. Georges (PSG), where she won the gold medal in teamcompetition, and the Dressage Intermediate (Int I), where she achieved 5th place. These
achievements clearly reflected Her Royal Highness’s outstanding equestrian abilities.

5

After Her Royal Highness received her medal, she expressed her gratitude to everyone
who had supported her:
“…Although I felt so pressured, I was determined to do my duty to the best of my
abilities. At the same time, I am most grateful for the constant support given by Lieutenant
General Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Narendiradebyavati Kromluangrajasarinisiribajra
Mahavajrarajadhita”.
Equestrian sports in Thailand have witnessed continuous development in the past
decade, especially when seen from the exponential growth of the number of athletes and
horses. This development would have been impossible without Her Royal Highness’s personal
effort and support in pushing for the cooperation of all sides. These efforts culminated in
Thailand’s selection as host for this prestigious competition, where this was an important step
that demonstrates the advancement of equestrian sports in Thailand, which leads the field in
Asia.
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The Princess's Cup Thailand Equestrian Competition, 2019
This event was born out of the initiative of Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha
(Her Royal Highness’s rank at that time), who wished to hold an equestrian competition under
the name of the Princess’s Cup. As the first President of the Organising Committee, the princess
received the cooperation of innumerable domestic and international equestrian associations
and clubs. These associations and clubs took part in the competition at the facilities of the
Royal Stable Unit of Thailand and the 29th Cavalry Squadron, King’s Guard. The competition has
been held on the following dates:
1st Princess’s Cup : 24 – 25 March, 2001
2nd Princess’s Cup : 12 – 13 January, 2002
3rd Princess’s Cup : 5 – 7 March, 2004
Subsequently, in 2012, when Major Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
(Her Royal Highness’s rank at that time), took the Royal Stable Unit under her Royal Patronage,
the princess continued her royal sister’s vision and continued to organise the Princess’s Cup
competition on the equestrian grounds of the 2nd Cavalry Division, King’s Guard. Thus far, the
competition has been held on the following dates:
4th Princess’s Cup : 25 – 27 November, 2016
5th Princess’s Cup : 21 – 26 November, 2017
6th Princess’s Cup : 20 – 25 November, 2018
7th Princess’s Cup : 19 – 24 November, 2019
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In 2019, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya
expressed the wish to hold the Princess’s Cup Thailand 2019 between 19 – 24 November 2019.
On 29 October 2019, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
Rajakanya, as President of the Executive Committee, chaired the preparatory meeting of the
Executive Committee at the Officers’ Club, 2nd Cavalry Division, King’s Guard.

On 20 November 2019, Lieutenant General Her Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha
Narendiradebyavati Kromluangrajasarinisiribajra Mahavajrarajadhita presided over the competition’s
opening ceremony.
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The Princess’s Cup Thailand 2019 had the objectives of promoting equestrian sports,
increasing the skills and experiences of competing athletes, and to build good cooperative relations
between the equestrian athletes and clubs. His Excellency Mr. Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn, the Minister
of Tourism and Sports, was the Chair of the Organising Committee.

The Princess’s Cup Thailand 2019 had a special
international character, since numerous countries participated in
many categories. Participating countries and territories included:
Cambodia, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Malaysia, and Singapore. There were three categories in CSIJ – B
Bangkok 2019: Show jumping, Dressage, and Eventing.
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Furthermore, there were also competitions for the Best Farrier and Best Groom. This idea
was born from Her Royal Highness’s concern for all aspects of the competition, where she once
stated: “An excellent horse comes from excellent grooming. Both the grooms and the farriers
are the keys behind this success”.
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In addition to the competition, an exhibition on Her Royal Highness’s beneficial work for
the Royal Thai Army and the nation was held. The displays allowed the public to appreciate
the princess’s talents in the equestrian and military fields. There were also other events,
including a Dog Show, Dog Run, and an open-air bazaar comprising over 80 shops and stalls.
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On 9 February 2020, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
Rajakanya presided over the prize-giving ceremony at the Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok.
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Her Royal Highness’s Overseas Dressage Training Activities, 2019 – 2020

In order to improve her dressage skills as a national athlete and achieve the goal of
participating in prestigious international competitions, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya has been training for six months annually between April and
October in the French Republic, in accordance with the Royal Thai Army’s plan.

The initial 5-year phase of the plan ran between
2016 – 2020. Her Royal Highness received instruction from
expert instructors, many of whom are leading athletes
and coaches in their fields and members of the French
National Team. Under their able guidance, Her Royal
Highness’s dressage skills have improved significantly.
Since this discipline depends on the great effort and skill
on the part of the athlete, as well as the ability of the
horse, competition in this discipline has often been
termed the “High Art of Dressage”. Thus, the discipline
differs from the other equestrian disciplines and requires
time, dedication, and practice. Her Royal Highness has set
the goal of participating in the 2024 Olympic Games,
which will be held in Paris, the French Republic.
To support this goal, the Royal Thai Army has
since presented a plan to Her Royal Highness for
additional overseas training between 2021 – 2024.
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As the world’s premier athletic competition, the
Olympic Games is the greatest challenge in the career of any
athlete. To qualify for this competition, athletes must begin
from domestic events and collect points and achievements
in international competitions, such as the SEA Games, Asian
Games, and other events as stipulated by the International
Olympic Committee. These requirements take time, as well
as great effort on the part of the athletes.
In the past, Her Royal Highness received instruction at
Pamfou Dressage, the French Republic. During the course, the
princess practiced with her instructors almost every day from
Monday to Saturday (except on the centre’s holidays). On
appropriate occasions, the princess also participated in clinics
with gold-medal athletes and world champions to work on
specific techniques. Throughout the course, Her Royal
Highness also participated in national and international
equestrian competitions held in the European Union.
Her Royal Highness also undertook study trips and
met with influential figures in the field, including Mr. Ingmar
De Vos, President of the Fédération Équestre Internationale
(FEI). This organisation oversees international equestrian
competitions from its headquarters in Lausanne, Swiss
Confederation. These visits and meetings serve to build good
relations, which will be beneficial for the development of
equestrian sports in Thailand.
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By the end of 2019, the gold-medal success at the FEI Asian Championship 2019 had
spurred Her Royal Highness to set her sights higher and increased her determination to practice
and compete at a higher level to qualify for the 2024 Olympic Games in Paris. However, the
beginning of 2020 saw the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic resulting in the suspension of
activities around the world, including the royal overseas training program, which was indefinitely
suspended. Nevertheless, once the situation improved, Her Royal Highness was determined to
return to practice and has begun advanced training for the Intermediate II & Grand Prix
categories.
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Her Royal Highness’s Equestrian Textbook Translation Initiative
It was the wish of her Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
Rajakanya that the military personnel in the mounted units and the general public should have
knowledge about horses. Accordingly, Her Royal Highness initiated the translation of 3 books by the
Royal Thai Embassy in Berlin.
The first and the second volumes of these Pachi Pakinaka books are about the care of
horses, as extracted from German magazines. The third volume concerned the training and riding of
horses with understanding, under the title ‘Dressage Training’. The contents were from textbooks
used in the course of her instruction at the Le Cadre noir de Saumur in the French Republic.

The Pachi Pakinaka books were created to act as a source of knowledge. The contents
include fundamental knowledge of a horse’s life, diet, sleeping habits, and ways to check the
horse’s readiness before, during, and after riding. The books also include numerous nutritional
techniques for horses, which are useful for people interested in this field and require further
knowledge. The books have now been distributed to mounted units within and outside of the
Royal Thai Army and to interested members of the general public.
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The book on “Dressage Training” discusses effective ways to use dressage equipment to
make the horse listen to and obey commands systematically. The rider has to observe the
horse’s behaviour and emotions during the practice session because “horses” have feelings in
the same way as humans. Communication with the horse is an “art” where it is important for
the rider to have a deep understanding of the horse’s mind. The horse can sense the feelings of
its rider through the bridle and through contact with the rider’s thighs on its body. When the
horse gets unruly, the rider must control the horse to make it obey. When the horse is alarmed,
frightened, or insecure, the rider must calm it down. Finally, when the horse achieves a goal,
the rider must reward it. The aforementioned things are a fine and complicated art that
blends the horse’s steps and the rider’s movements seamlessly together, as reflected in the
phrase: “One horse, one man, the two become one”.
In fulfilment of Her Royal Highness’s wishes as
the Royal Patron of equestrian sports, the Royal
Stable Unit distributed the books to units
under the Royal Thai Army, as well as
agencies involved in this field, such as the
Ministry of Tourism and Sports, the Sports
Authority of Thailand, the Thailand Equestrian
Federation, the National Olympic Committee of
Thailand, and the Sport Writers Association of
Thailand. These organisations have benefited from
the books, in accordance with the wishes of Colonel
Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya to promote equestrian
sports in Thailand.
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The African Horse Sickness (AHS) Prevention Volunteer Project
under the Royal Initiative
The recent outbreak of African Horse Sickness (AHS), a highly infectious disease
transmitted among all equid species, such as zebras, horses, donkeys, mules, and camels,
through biting midges, in March 2020 has killed a massive number of horses in Thailand.
Unfortunately, since this was the first time Thailand had encountered the disease, the proper
measures were not in place to prevent and handle the outbreak.
Upon recognising the significant losses due to the outbreak, along with her deepest
concern for the animal welfare, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
Rajakanya initiated a project implemented in collaboration with the Royal Stable Unit and the
Thailand Equestrian Federation to conduct a study on ways to prevent AHS and its spread, as
well as to educate local stable units, private equestrian farms, and local farmers.
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The project aims to educate the public on measures to prevent local
outbreaks of the disease, which can be summarised based on the study as follows:
1. Prevent and minimise exposure to biting midges within the stable by using insecticides
containing pyrethroid, alphacypermethrin, etofenprox, and other chemicals in the same family.
The stables should be fumigated or sprayed inside the protective mesh before sunrise or after
sunset.
2. Install insect-proof housing to prevent biting midges from entering by using protective
mesh netting (with at least 32 openings per square inch). The area around the stable should be
sprayed with insect repellents to minimise the number of mosquitoes and biting midges.
Midges’ breeding sites, such as horse manure, bushes, stagnant water, and rubbish dumps
should also be eliminated.
3. Constantly maintain cleanliness inside and outside of the stable by ensuring that all
areas are dry and clean.
4. Always take equids out for an exercise or outdoor on a sunny day from between 0800
– 1600 hrs. or during a period when insects are least active.
5. Constantly clean tools and equipment used by and on equids, such as food
containers, sweat scrapers, grooming brushes, and hoof picks. Personnel in contact with and
equipment used on infected and uninfected equids should also be separated.
6. Maintain the personal hygiene of related personnel, namely horse grooms, pets, and
vehicles entering and exiting the stable area.
7. Monitor the temperature of equids daily in the morning and evening. If depression
and fever of over 38.5oC is observed, immediately contact a veterinarian for examination. The
infected animal must be isolated from uninfected ones by a distance of no less than 100 meters
and must be provided with a tightly covered housing.
8. Avoid taking straw or bedding materials from the infected area. Straw must always be
treated and baked for disinfection before use.
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The project was jointly carried out by the Department of Livestock Development, the
Thailand Equestrian Federation, and the private sector to educate local farms on disease
prevention and, at the same time, provide insecticide spraying services to minimise biting
midges. The project received excellent support from local equestrian federations, clubs, and
farmers.
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Thailand has signed a Memorandum of Understanding for the prevention of African
Horse Sickness (AHS) through public-private partnerships involving 18 organisations as part of the
implementation of African Horse Sickness Prevention and Control Plan initiated by the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE).
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Her Royal Highness’s Support of the Participation of

Royal Thai Army Athletes in Overseas Equestrian Courses
Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya maintains her
wide vision to modernise Thailand’s equestrian sports, to keep up with other countries in the
world, and to gain global recognition.
In view of this vision for Thailand to achieve the sustainable development of its
equestrian sports, it must begin by developing its knowledge. If the knowledge is correct, it can
be built upon in other aspects. Her Royal Highness is keenly aware of the importance of
personnel that has received instruction from equestrian coaches whose knowledge and abilities
are globally recognised, whether in the field of international competitions, horse training, horse
grooming, stable management, or animal husbandry. The personnel will obtain these skills in a
proper way if they are coached by world-class experienced coaches.
Her Royal Highness assigned the Royal Stable Unit to select personnel who are among
the unit’s sports team to undertake the courses. Since the Royal Stable Unit is responsible for
the Royal Family’s horse-riding activities and is currently under Her Royal Highness’s direction,
the personnel of the Royal Stable Unit has a strong foundation in horse-riding and were ready
to participate in the courses and build on their existing skills.
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A qualified equestrian centre is one with personnel who are experts in all of the relevant
skills and are ready to pass on this knowledge to their students, so that they can have
comprehensive understanding that can be expanded and adapted for use. In this regard, the
Haras De Fontainebleau Ecuries Singer is a qualified equestrian centre staffed with world-class
personnel with the knowledge, skills, and experiences in international show jumping
competitions.
Similarly, Pamfou Dressage is a dressage centre where Her Royal Highness is currently
undertaking her studies. The centre is under the supervision of Mrs. Isabelle Judet, a FEI 5*
Dressage Judge and equestrian coach. Therefore, it was selected as the place to train personnel
specialising in dressage.
Her Royal Highness’s objective in supporting this initiative is to allow the opportunity for
participating athletes to acquire as much knowledge and experiences as they can. The athletes
have to do everything themselves, including taking care of the horses, the stable, preparing their
clothing for competitions, and studying the international competitions’ rules, etiquettes, and
language. Apart from training their skills and developing their potential as efficient athletes,
once they complete the courses, they will also be able to pass on this knowledge to their
subordinates and interested members of the public. This process will benefit the military and
the nation. Ultimately, it is expected that they will also represent their country and the Royal
Thai Army at the Military World Games and also be a part of the Thai National Team in other
competitions.
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The Royal Donation to Relieve the Wildfire
Crisis in the Commonwealth of Australia
At the end of 2019, the Commonwealth of Australia suffered devastating losses from its
wildfire crisis, which lasted for nearly five months and destroyed an estimated area of 8.4
million hectares or 84,000 square kilometres across all 6 states of the Commonwealth of
Australia. The fires have destroyed the people’s lives, homes, as well as forests. Significantly,
over 500 million wild animals perished in the conflagration. Of this number, it is speculated that nearly
8,000 koalas or around 1/3 of the entire koala population in New South Wales were lost, increasing
the risk of extinction. It has also been reported that a large number of kangaroos, the national symbol
of the Commonwealth of Australia, were destroyed by the fires. Furthermore, the insect population,
which plays a vital role in the ecosystem, was also decimated. Undoubtedly, these events have
profoundly impacted animal-lovers everywhere.
To extend compassion for the tremendous destruction and loss of wildlife wrought by the
wildfires and to show support for Thailand’s close ally, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya made a private donation through the Royal Stable Unit on
28 January 2020. The donation was received by His Excellency Mr. Allan McKinnon, the Ambassador of
the Commonwealth of Australia to the Kingdom of Thailand. The funds are aimed at alleviating the
human and wildlife victims of the wildfire. The donation is another thread that has strengthened the
rich tapestry of the longstanding Thai-Australian relations, where in the past the Commonwealth of
Australia had also rendered assistance during Thailand’s time of need, such as during the cave rescue
of the stranded Wild Boars Football Academy youth football team at the Tham Luang Cave and
during the Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunami in 2004.
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Her Royal Highness’s Initiative to Establish the
“Royal Stable Unit Equine Medical and Rehabilitation Service Centre”
Out of her boundless compassion for horses, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya recognised the issues concerning equine health, which
requires close and comprehensive care. Thus, Her Royal Highness commanded the
establishment of the Royal Stable Unit Equine Medical and Rehabilitation Service Centre in
Bangkok that will be ready to serve those in need.
Currently, although there are state and private agencies that have equine and veterinary
health centres, but many of them are not well-known or do not meet the standards. Her Royal
Highness saw that having a centre that conforms to globally accepted standards will be
beneficial for horses, as well as those involved in this field. Furthermore, apart from offering its
services to military units, the centre can also offer its services to horses from the private sector
and the general public. This measure will not only allow them access to equine medical and
rehabilitation services, but also act as a centre for learning and knowledge exchange.
The model is similar to Phramongkutklao Hospital, which is primarily responsible for the health
of military personnel, but is also open to the public and acts as an centre of learning.
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The idea of establishing the Royal Stable Unit Equine Medical and Rehabilitation Service
Centre was first conceived when Her Royal Highness was receiving instruction at the
Le Cadre Noir Training Centre in Saumur, the French Republic.

Le Cadre Noir is a renowned training centre with a variety of specialist sections, such as
the riding, farrier, and healthcare sections. Her Royal Highness was thus able to observe the
entire equine healthcare process and support some of the Royal Stable Unit personnel to
attend farrier courses at the training centre.
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The Royal Stable Unit Equine Medical and
Rehabilitation Service Centre provides numerous services,
including Sport Horse Medicine and Lameness Care,
Diagnostics, Pre-purchase Examinations, Equine Surgery,
Farm Services, Herd Health and Wellness, Equine
Acupuncture, Equine Chiropractic, Equine Dentistry,
Podiatry, Laser Therapy, Shockwave Therapy, Laboratory,
Internal Medicine, Aqua / Water Treadmill, Horse Treadmill,
Kissing Spine Surgery, Electroacupressure, and Thermogram.

Shockwave Therapy

Acupuncture
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Laser Therapy
Laser Therapy

Internal Medicine
Internal Medicine

Podiatry
Podiatry

Sport Horse Medicine & Lameness Care
Sport Horse Medicine & Lameness Care

Aqua / Water Treadmill
Aqua / Water Treadmill
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The Royal Thai Army, through the 2nd Cavalry Division, King’s Guard, has presented 5 rai (around
8,000 square metres) of land to Her Royal Highness for the purposes of building the equine medical and
rehabilitation service centre. The current plan is for the construction to be completed within 2 years. Her
Royal Highness has already graciously granted the centre its English name:

“The Royal Stable Unit Equine Medical and Rehabilitation Service Centre”
The expected outcome is for the service centre to be the hub of modern equine health and
medical services for Bangkok and its neighbouring provinces. Horses will receive the proper health
checks, disease diagnosis, and medical care at this centre, while their owners can also receive advice on
equine care. The rehabilitation services, which will conform to accepted standards, will allow horses to
return to their usual activities. Finally, the centre will also be a hub of learning for agencies, organisations,
students, and the general public who are interested in the science and art of equine care.

The proposed area for the construction of the Royal Stable Unit
Equine Medical and Rehabilitation Service Centre

Draft layout of the Royal Stable Unit Equine Medical
and Rehabilitation Service Centre
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Her Royal Highness’s Introduction of
Stable Management Standards and Best Practices
Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya has always
demonstrated her love and compassion to others, especially in their care of pets and animals. Her
Royal Highness once drew the following comparisons:

“My horses are my friends” and “My dogs are my kids”.
Her Royal Highness has paid special attention to horses, especially in stable
management that meets international standards. Thus, the princess has applied what she learnt
from overseas equestrian centres and stables to the Royal Stable Unit. This application can be
seen in improvements to the water drainage system, the integrated manure management
system, the optimisation of the stable’s space, as well as the records for practices and horse
usage. These measures became especially important during the outbreak of African Horse
Sickness, which necessitated further preventative measures.
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The outcome: With the improvement of sanitation and
veterinary medicine, the stable is free from contagious
diseases and can serve as an animal quarantine station in
accordance with the regulations of the Department of
Livestock Development and the Animal Epidemics Act.
The approval has been issued for the stable since
3 October 2016 and remains valid to the present day.
Apart from being considered as one of the exemplary stables in Thailand, Her Royal
Highness has also commanded the stable to publicise its management system by allowing
public and private organisations, such as the Royal Thai Army’s Cavalry Centre and the Royal
Thai Mounted Police Sub-division to visit the stable and study its best practices, which can then
be adapted and applied to their own facilities, so as to improve overall standards.
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The Royal Stable Unit has organised the stable’s space according to its usage.
The stable has been divided clearly into a show jumping section, a dressage section, and a section
for junior horses so that all sections will receive thorough care. In the past, the Royal Thai Army, the
Sports Authority of Thailand, and the Thailand Equestrian Federation have continued to offer
additional horses for Her Royal Highness’s use. Consequently, the space is becoming insufficient and
so the Royal Thai Army has given budgetary support for an expansion of the stables with the goal of
providing the greatest readiness in all aspects and to recognise and express the profoundest
gratitude for Her Royal Highness’s impressive past and continuing contributions to the unit and the
military organisation as a whole.

The Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre
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Her Royal Highness’s Participation in the 7th CISM Military World Games

The CISM Military World Games is an international sporting event organised by the
International Military Sports Council (CISM). The first CISM Military World Game took place in
Rome, the Italian Republic, in 1995. Subsequently, this multi-sport event has been held every
four years and hosted by one of its 138 member nations. In 2015, the Royal Thai Army
participated in the competition for the first time at the 6th CISM Military World Games held in
the Republic of Korea. The event is the military equivalent of the Olympic Games, where all
participants are members of their countries’ armed forces.
The latest event to be held was the 7th CISM Military World Games, which was held from
18 – 27 October 2019 in Wuhan, Hubei Province, People's Republic of China. The event saw the
participation of over 10,000 athletes from 105 different countries, who competed in more than
300 events in 27 sports.
As the key organisation responsible for the Thai participation in this event, the Royal
Thai Armed Forces recognised the importance of enhancing the athletic competence of its
personnel, as well as strengthening its bonds with international armed forces and the CISM in
accordance with its motto of “Friendship through Sports”. A total of 55 athletes were selected
to compete in six sports including equestrian, parachuting, boxing, badminton, track and field,
and shooting.
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The Royal Thai Armed Forces were also honoured to have Colonel Her Royal Highness
Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya participate in this event as the team leader, as well
as the manager and lead coach of the equestrian team, which was competing for the first time
in the CISM Military World Games. During the preparations for the event, Her Royal Highness was
instrumental in the development of the equestrian athletes’ training plans, preparations, and
coaching, oftentimes personally supervising the practice sessions herself.
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On this occasion, the only equestrian event was show jumping. The challenge that faced
every competitor was the compulsory use of horses provided by the host. The horse to be
used by each athlete was drawn by lot a day prior to the competition, after which the athletes
only had one hour to familiarise themselves
t
with the horse that had been selected for them. As
the team manager and lead coach, Her Royal Highness was involved in the selection of the
athletes and designed the training plan, which simulated the real conditions to ensure their
readiness. The
The last phase of the training took place from 19 – 21 October 2019 at the Wuhan
Business University in Wuhan, Hubei Province, People's Republic of China.
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It is commonly acknowledged that sporting competitions can encourage unity,
cooperation, and friendship between everyone regardless of their race, class, or creed. Since the
CISM Military World Games involve military personnel from all over the world, apart from
reflecting the athletic competence of the athletes, the event also supports closer international
security cooperation. In this connection, the Royal Thai Armed Forces has an important role in
emphasising its position of cooperating to achieve mutual goals on the basis of mutual trust,
mutual respect, and mutual benefit. The participation of Thai military athletes in this
competition will add to the Royal Thai Armed Forces’ international acceptance, especially with
the strong support of senior members of the Royal Family and their display of sporting prowess.
The event also served to cement the longstanding bonds between the Kingdom of Thailand
and the People’s Republic of China.
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Her Royal Highness Presides over the Cavalry Day Ceremony, 2020
On 7 January 2020, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
Rajakanya, Royal Instructor and Head of the Cavalry School’s Equestrian Department under the
Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre, presided over the Cavalry Day Ceremony 2020, which was held
at the Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre, Saraburi Province.
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The Royal Initiative to Build an Indoor Equestrian Facility
As the Royal Instructor and Head of the Cavalry School’s Equestrian Department under
the Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
Rajakanya recognised the school’s vital mission in providing individual training, as well as
military training and education. Apart from its expertise in providing academic services and
teaching cavalry tactics, the Cavalry School also provides equestrian education and other
related services, reflecting the distinctive identity of the Cavalry Corps.

To assist the School in fulfilling these core missions, Her Royal Highness
commanded the construction of an indoor equestrian facility to serve coaches,
students, members of the Adisorn Riding Club, and the general public. The new
facility also aims to improve the education content, as well as to improve the
education standard of the Cavalry School under the Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre.
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The Royal Initiative to Update Equestrian Textbooks
At the end of 2018, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
Rajakanya expressed the intention of modernising the coaching knowledge and core
competency of military and civilian riding instructors, as well as promoting the exchange of
professional experiences. Thus, Her Royal Highness delivered theoretical and practical
instruction on the subjects of the correct riding posture, lesson planning, jump course set-up,
and jumping techniques to the first cohort of equestrian instructors. Special attention was paid
to proper grooming practice. Training was delivered in the classroom and in the field. The
graduates were then able to pass on their knowledge to their students in their riding centres,
associations, and clubs nationwide.
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In 2020, Her Royal Highness commanded the revision of equestrian textbooks used by
the Cavalry School under the Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre.

Thus, information from relevant books and documents concerning horse grooming, basic
horse riding, Coach Education Level 1, horse trailer loading, and horse breaking techniques,
were compiled from experts and instructors of the Cavalry School, Department of Veterinary
Services, as well as the Thailand Equestrian Federation. The intention was to use the updated
books in courses offered by the Equestrian Department, Cavalry School, the Royal Thai Army
Cavalry Centre. In addition, basic content on equestrian sports was also included to provide a
basic foundation for students that can be developed further in the future. Most importantly, the
textbooks serve to uphold, pass on, and preserve the distinctive character of the Cavalry Corps,
in accordance with the Cavalry School’s identity of “Majestic on Horseback, Fearless on
Vehicles”.
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The Royal Initiative to Welcome Visiting Students at the Royal Stable Unit
Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya, Royal Instructor
and Head of the Cavalry School’s Equestrian Department under the Royal Thai Army Cavalry
Centre, expressed the wish to allow students studying courses at the Cavalry School to visit and
train with professionals at the Royal Stable Unit and the 2nd Cavalry Division, King’s Guard. The
intention was to further their knowledge and skills in basic horse riding, including enabling them
to successfully perform jumping exercises and become familiar with international equestrian
rules and regulations.
The Cavalry School complied with Her Royal Highness’s wishes by organising field trip
programs for the 2020 fiscal year for both commissioned and non-commissioned officers. Officer
students have had the opportunity to visit and train with professionals at the Royal Stable Unit
and the 29th Cavalry Squadron, King's Guard, 2nd Cavalry Division, King’s Guard. Three courses
participated in this program, as follows:

The 10th Equestrian Instructor Course
In 2020, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya
commanded the opening of the 10th Equestrian Instructor Course. The course was delivered by
the Cavalry School under the Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre, which aimed to upgrade its
educational provisions by incorporating the Thailand Equestrian Foundation’s equestrian sports
competition as one of the key subjects to ensure that students are equipped with the basic
knowledge and skills for hosting equestrian sporting events and also compete in these events at
the national and international levels.
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Subsequently, Her Royal Highness commanded a field trip program for students on the
course to visit and train with professionals at the Royal Stable Unit and the 29 th Cavalry
Squadron, King's Guard, 2nd Cavalry Division, King’s Guard between 21 – 24 July 2020. The event
was also joined by Mr. Thara Ketsing, Secretary of Thailand Equestrian Federation, as keynote
speaker who shared knowledge of Fédération Équestre Internationale sports competition with
instructors, as well as commissioned and non-commissioned officers attending the course. The
purpose of the visits was to improve the standards of the Cavalry School. In addition, two
specialists and athletes from the Royal Stable Unit namely, 1st Lieutenant Somjai Sanhom and
Master Sergeant 1st Class Preecha Khunchan were assigned to provide instruction, advice, and
demonstrations, as well as act as examiners for the practical assessment of the participants’
dressage and jumping skills. These arrangements ensured the smooth and complete success of
the 10th Equestrian Instructor Course, 2020.
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The Basic and Advanced Cavalry Officers’ Courses, 2020
The Basic and Advanced Cavalry Officers’ Courses are mandatory for commissioned
officers serving in the Royal Thai Army’s Cavalry Corps. The courses are the most advanced
standard training offered by the Cavalry School under the Royal Thai Army Cavalry Centre.
Upon recognising the importance of these courses, Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya required all students attending the Basic Horse Riding Course
to develop jumping skills and learn about the rules and regulations of international equestrian
competitions. In addition, the Cavalry School arranged field trips to give students the
opportunity to visit and train with professionals at the Royal Stable Unit and the 29 th Cavalry
Squadron, King's Guard, 2nd Cavalry Division, King’s Guard. The purpose of these field visits is to
expand the students’ knowledge and understanding concerning ceremonial marching and
equestrian sports, which will help develop the educational standards of the Cavalry School.
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The 2nd Equestrian Coaching Course
Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya, Royal Instructor
and Head of the Cavalry School’s Equestrian Department under the Royal Thai Army Cavalry
Centre, commanded the opening of the 2nd Equestrian Coaching Course, which took place at
the Royal Stable Unit from 23 – 24 October 2020. The purpose of this course was to expand
and modernise the knowledge of Thai equestrian coaches, increase their coaching competency,
and promote the sharing of professional experiences.
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During the course, Her Royal Highness personally taught several theoretical and
practical subjects, namely grooming techniques, methods of mounting and dismounting, and
dressage. To their lasting gratitude, the princess’s instructions have enabled the participants to
apply the knowledge and experiences received during the course to further develop Thailand’s
equestrian sports and its acceptance on the international stage.

On 24 October 2020, Her Royal Highness presided over the graduation ceremony and
graciously took group photos with the new graduates.

The Veterinary & Remount Department
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Her Royal Highness’s Support of the Royal Thai Army Farriers’ Overseas
Studies and the Improvement of the Royal Thai Army’s Farrier Courses
Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya attaches great
importance to the care of horses, especially hoof health issues. These issues can be found
frequently in horses of all types and ages. In this connection, Her Royal Highness recognised the
vital role of the farrier in the care and maintenance of hoof health.
As Her Royal Highness developed as an equestrian athlete, she grew more interested in
the farrier’s role with the understanding that success in equestrian competitions relies on many
elements. The farrier is one of these factors. The princess would often state that an excellent
farrier is always behind the success of an outstanding equestrian athlete.
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Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya attaches great
importance to the issue of equine hoof health. Thus, on 29 October 2019, Her Royal Highness
commanded that farrier officers from the relevant section of the Royal Stable Unit in the 2 nd
Cavalry Division, King’s Guard, be selected for further overseas training. The Royal Thai Army has
selected officers in good physical condition, with a passion for the art of farriering, and an
advanced level of English to receive scholarships for a 4-year Advanced Farrier Course in the
Federal Republic of Germany. The Thailand Equestrian Federation provided the funding for this
project.

Currently, the Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department is also in the process
of selecting commissioned officers with the required qualifications for further education in this
area. The project is an example of Her Royal Highness’s systematic far-sightedness and initiative
in laying this foundation for the Royal Thai Army’s mounted units. Her Royal Highness continues
to support the development of farriers. Once the selected officers complete their education in
Germany, they will be able to pass on their knowledge and experiences, while also developing
the art of farriering in the Royal Thai Army into the far future.
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Currently, the Thailand Equestrian Federation is in the process of coordinating and
selecting a suitable academy providing advanced farrier courses in the Federal Republic of
Germany. The Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department is also in the process of
selecting qualified personnel and their preparation for admission.
In addition, Her Royal Highness intends to develop Royal Thai Army farriers to meet
international standards. Therefore, the princess has commanded that the relevant agencies
engage in the following activities:
Since 2016 to the present day, Her Royal Highness has commanded the inclusion of a
Farrier Competition as part of the Princess’s Cup Thailand equestrian competition. In this
connection, the Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department was given the responsibility
of organising the competition and issuing invitations to expert farriers from overseas to act as
judges. The winning team receives the Royal Trophy, which reflects the great importance that
Her Royal Highness attaches to this work and her responsibility of advancing the art of farriering
in Thailand and the experiences and skills of Thai farriers.
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Her Royal Highness also expressed the wish for officers at the Royal Stable Unit to
accompany her during her annual studies in the French Republic. Apart from supporting the
princess, the officers were assigned on field trips and farrier training at Le Cadre Noir de Saumur
equestrian centre. The trips and training had the objective of furthering the officers’ knowledge
and understanding of farriering, with the intention that they will pass on this knowledge to the
Royal Thai Army’s cavalry units upon their return.
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Furthermore, Her Royal Highness expressed the wish to
organise a Farrier Clinic on the sideline of the Princess’s Cup
Thailand 2018, which was held between 24 – 25 November 2018.
The Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department was
assigned responsibility for the training. Her Royal Highness also
invited Mr. Claude Andrin, the head farrier and instructor at the
Le Cadre Noir de Saumur equestrian centre, to provide the
theoretical and practical training. Fifteen farriers participated in
the clinic.
Her Royal Highness commanded the Royal Thai Army
Veterinary & Remount Department to compile the knowledge gained from the Farrier Clinic into
a farriering textbook, which should be used as part of the farriering course of the Royal Thai
Army Veterinary School, Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department.
Currently, the Royal Thai Army Veterinary School, Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount
Department, has satisfied Her Royal Highness’s wishes and has completed its work on updating
its farriering textbooks and courses to conform with the model observed at the Farrier Clinic.
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Through the boundless generosity that Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari
Nariratana Rajakanya has bestowed upon the Royal Thai Army’s cavalry officers and units, the
Royal Thai Army will continue to drive its personnel to strive to perform their duties with
determination, diligence, and industry so that the Royal Thai Army’s mounted units will be
served with outstanding farriers, which will benefit their mission and that of the Royal Thai Army
as a whole.
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Improvement of the Retired Horse Stable Project
Background of the Project, 2013
At the end of 2013, Major Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
(Her Royal Highness’s rank at that time) expressed the wish for the Royal Thai Army to
establish an equine retirement home under the name of “The Retired Horse Stable Project
under the Royal Patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana”. The
project’s name has since been changed to reflect the new rank of its Royal Patron: “The
Retired Horse Stable Project under the Royal Patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya”.
The project’s purpose is to care for the Royal Thai Army’s retired horses. In addition, Her
Royal Highness commanded that horses from other public and private organisations should also
be admitted so that they can be properly cared for in accordance with their individual
conditions. Her Royal Highness recognised that elderly horses should receive special care and
personally designed the different sections of the facility, which includes office buildings,
reception areas, stables, straw, feed, medicine, and water storage, as well as a special recreation
area for retired horses.
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The Retired Horse Stable Project under the Royal Patronage is located in the area of
the 2 Livestock and Agriculture Division, Nong Sarai Sub-district, Pak Chong District, Nakhon
Ratchasima Province. The project has seen continuous improvements since its inception to the
present day, adapting to changes in circumstances and building on the established foundations.
Between 2019 – 2020, the project received the budget from the Retired Horse Stable
Project Fund under the Royal Patronage of Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari
Nariratana Rajakanya. This funding formed the initial capital for the project to acquire the
necessary equipment for the care of retired horses and to renovate existing horse stables to be
fit for the use of retired horses. The funds also covered tools for officers and the facility’s
amenities and landscaping.
To further support the project, the Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department
organised the VRD Cup, an equestrian competition, as well as the “Nern Noom Half-Marathon,
2019”, a charity run. These events raised additional funding for the Retired Horse Stable Project
under the Royal Patronage, which will ensure that the operating costs of the facility will be
continuously covered.
nd
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With regard to the 2021 Action Plan, the 2nd Livestock and Agriculture Division of the
Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department will receive funding from the Nakhon
Ratchasima Provincial Administrative Organisation, which will be used to prepare a gate sign for
the facility, additional landscaping work, as well as asphaltic concrete road construction at the
entrance to the facility.
In March 2020, there was an outbreak of African Horse Sickness (AHS). In response, the
Retired Horse Stable Project under the Royal Patronage implemented the following measures:
1. Prevented and minimised exposure to biting midges within the stable by using
insecticides containing pyrethroid, alphacypermethrin, etofenprox, and other chemicals in the
same family. The stables were fumigated or sprayed inside the protective mesh before sunrise
or after sunset.
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2. Installed insect-proof housing to prevent biting midges from entering by using
protective mesh netting (with at least 32 openings per square inch). The area around the stable
was sprayed with insect repellents to minimise the number of mosquitoes and biting midges.
Midges’ breeding sites, such as horse manure, bushes, stagnant water, and rubbish dumps were
also eliminated.

3. Cleanliness was constantly maintained inside and outside of the stable by ensuring
that all areas were dry and clean.
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4. The horses were taken out for an exercise or outdoor activities on a sunny day from
between 0800 – 1600 hrs. or during a period during where insects are least active.
5. Tools and equipment that were used by and on horses, such as food containers,
sweat scrapers, grooming brushes, and hoof picks were regularly cleaned. Personnel interacting
with and equipment used on infected and uninfected horses were also kept separate.
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6. The personal hygiene of related personnel, namely horse grooms, pets, and vehicles
entering and exiting the stable area were rigorously maintained.
7. The horses’ temperatures were monitored daily in the morning and evening. If
depression and fever of over 38.5oC is observed, the veterinary was immediately notified.
Measures were in place to isolate infected animals from uninfected ones in tightly covered
housing by a distance of no less than 100 metres from the uninfected group.
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8. Measures were in place to separate straw and bedding materials used in the infected
area. Straw was always treated and baked for disinfection before use.
9. Support vaccination measures to build immunity against African Horse Sickness (AHS).
At present, the 18 horses residing in the Retired Horse Stable Project under the Royal
Patronage remain unaffected by AHS, even though the nearby Pak Chong District of Nakhon
Ratchasima Province was the origin of the initial outbreak.
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Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya has a special care
for equine health, especially those that have been retired. In recognition of and, as an
expression of its deepest gratitude for this care, the Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount
Department has assigned its personnel to strive in the performance of their duties and to fulfil
the royal wish for retired horses to spend their sunset years in peace and in accordance with
the health management standards for retired horses.
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Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya attaches
great importance to the health of horses
actively serving in the Royal Thai Army. Thus,
Her Royal Highness expressed the wish for the
Royal Thai Army, through the Veterinary &
Remount Department and the Royal Thai
Army Transportation Department, to acquire
mobile equine dental vehicles and
equipment. The vehicles can support the
work of the Royal Thai Army Veterinary
Hospital in providing dental services for Royal
Thai Army equine units and preventing dental
and oral problems that may affect the overall
health of the horse.
Accordingly, in the 2020 fiscal year, the Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department
procured a mobile equine dental vehicle, which will be used to provide dental services to Royal
Thai Army equine units, in accordance with the royal wish.
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Equine teeth differ from those in humans. A horse's teeth will grow until its death. The
horse’s chewing style involves a side-to-side grinding motion, which sharpens the outside edge
of the upper and the inside edge of the lower teeth. This sharpening can cause pain from oral
sores. In nature, horses graze for 12-16 hours a day, which causes natural tooth erosion.
However, domesticated horses are normally fed with pellets, which do not result in as
much tooth erosion, which in turn results in abnormal tooth sharpening. In addition to
imbalanced chewing, the conditions also cause problems for equine digestion, where the horses
do not receive the nutrients that they should have. Consequently, the horses may suffer from a
range of digestive conditions, such as malnutrition and colic. Her Royal Highness thus recognised
this problem and its serious long-term implications for equine health.

การทันตกรรมม้า
การดูแลฟันและสุขภาพภายในช่องปากม้า
ที่ใช้งานของกองทัพบก

72
The Royal Thai Army Veterinary Hospital
is committed to Her Royal Highness’s wish
to care for the oral and dental health of horses.
Prior to the deployment of the mobile equine
dental vehicle to serve the equine units of
the Royal Thai Army, veterinary officers and
their assistants trained to improve their skills
and capabilities as an effective mobile unit.

Initially, the Royal Thai Army Veterinary Hospital
used its in-patient horses to train veterinarians and
their assistants in equine dentistry. Consequently,
many of the horses, which were elderly and suffering
from deteriorating oral health and dental problems,
were able to recover and chew their food better
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Once veterinarians and their assistants
became proficient in performing equine
dental work using the mobile equine dental
vehicles, they will be deployed as a mobile
equine dental unit to the Royal Thai Army’s
equine units to care for the health and
welfare of horses. Thus, they improve the
horses’ living conditions, their elegance, and
their effectiveness in performing the Royal
Thai Army’s missions.

An action plan has been put in
place, where equine dental care should be
performed every 6 – 12 months to prevent
oral problems. This care should consist of
basic dental examinations, tooth rasping to
enable horses to chew their food properly,
extraction of problematic teeth, and the
correction of various abnormal conditions.
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The immeasurable generosity that Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari
Nariratana Rajakanya has bestowed upon the Royal Thai Army’s equine units has been the
driving force for the Royal Thai Army Veterinary & Remount Department to become more aware
of the oral and dental issues facing the Royal Thai Army’s work horses.
Therefore, the Department is fully committed to developing its knowledge and
competence in equine dentistry, so that the Royal Thai Army’s horses can enjoy better oral and
dental health, which will be beneficial for the operations of the Royal Thai Army’s equine units, as
well as the Royal Thai Army as a whole.

